


Methodological approach and results

In undertaking this research we set out not only to assemble the relevant bibliography but
also to identify new sources containing important information for a reconstruction of the
Villa's architectonic history. We investigated all the local libraries in order to collect data
relating to the publications of local scholars and studies published by the historical
associations active in the province of Salerno, as well as extending the research to the major
libraries in Europe and beyond. Using the most advanced research engines we have covered
everything that has been published concerning the history of Villa Rufolo and events in this
history (visits by illustrious figures, concerts, and so on).

In particular we have consulted the catalogues of the libraries in the Centro di Cultura e Storia
Amalfitana (Amalfi) and Centro Universitario Europeo per i Beni Culturali (Ravello), both the
physical and on-line catalogues of the Provincial Library of Salerno, with particular reference
to the “Divisione Salernitana” containing texts related to the Province of Salerno, and the on-
line catalogues of the National Libraries in Naples, Pisa and Rome using the research engine
SEBINA. In view of Ravello's role in the period of the Grand Tour, research was carried out in
the National Libraries of France, Britain and Ireland, using “Rufolo” and “Ravello” as keywords
both for “subject” and “topic”; outside Europe we investigated the National Library of
Australia for its wide-ranging collection of extra-European publications. Furthermore we
pursued fundamental investigations of all the manuscripts, on parchment and paper, in the
Archives of the former bishoprics of Ravello and Amalfi, and of the following publications:
Apollo, produced by the Musei Provinciali, the Rassegna del Centro di Cultura e Storia
Amalfitana, and the Rassegna Storica Salernitana.

The numerous findings include monographs on the Villa exemplifying the two main lines of
research pursued to date: the Villa as an architectonic structure and the cultural milieu
surrounding the last owner of the Villa, Francis Nevile Reid. A large number of articles have
been published in recent decades focusing on particular aspects of the building, starting from
the monograph by the local historian Don Giuseppe Imperato, who, in the wake of Venturino
Panebianco, gave a complete overview of the monument. There is also an interesting
architectonic study curated by Paolo Peduto and Frangois Widemann, presenting the latest
findings concerning the excavations carried out in some sectors. The other line of research,
concerning Reid, also produced a large number of titles, starting from the volume edited by
Lacaita and Allen featuring a text written by Reid himself in 1897, republished with an

extensive bibliography in 1996 by Antonio Milone together with an interview with Gore Vidal.



There is an interesting thesis concerning Villa Rufolo dating from 1994, the work of an
American graduand, Jill Caskey, published jointly in Apollo and the Rassegna del Centro di
Cultura e Storia Amalfitana.

To conclude, the bibliographical research on Villa Rufolo has yielded 56 titles which highlight
the interest aroused by this unique monument ever since the 14th century, i.e. from the time

of Boccaccio's description in the novella in the Decamerone.
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_ Text of which nothing is currently known

Text in the Provincial Library of Salerno

Text in the Library of Centro Universitario Europeo per i Beni Culturali

Text in the Library of Soprintendenza Archeologica di Salerno

Text in the Library of Centro di Cultura e Storia di Amalfi.

Ravello, 15.02.2008
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